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A
NOTE
FROM
THE
CHAIR

It's an odd business, public service.
You sign up for a committee or a
commission—nothing earth shattering
—just a sense that you have some
time and there's good work that can
be done.

But before you know it those
meetings fill with laughter over some
siliness. They echo with cheers
because of a successful community
engagement. And you realize that
you have a strong set of colleagues,
partners in far-fetched schemes who
come from every quadrant of
Roanoke. Working together toward
common goals, you find friendship
and community, and with that comes
the potential for loss and the
challenges life brings to us all. We felt
that this year with the loss of
commissioner and arts advocate
Helen Dean.
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But Helen Dean modeled for us that

we can make a difference by
showing up for our city. Through art,
we open ourselves up to each other.
We connect with neighbors. We
create each day the community in
which we want to live. We do it
together, and we do it with joy.

We thank you for your support
as we grow the arts in Roanoke,
and we invite you to join us.

Sincerely

Me|gha h §

arp
Chair (2022-2024)
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CHAIR'S NOTE

Outgoing Roanoke Arts Commission Chair Meighan
Sharp reflects on the two years in the role.

GETTING THE WORD OUT

Here are just some of the ways we keep people
informed about the City's work in arts and culture.

INMEMORY: HELEN DEAN

Roanoke lost a true leader and a warm and caring
spirit in Helen Dean this year.

40 YEARS OF THE RAC

We recap the path to our currrent public art program.
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CREATING OUR COMMUNITY CULTURE

Check out some photos of recent community
engagements at the heart of our work.

ARTS CONNECT NEIGHBORS

We're midway through the first year of an important
neighborhood strategy. Let's see how we're doing!

ON THE COVER

ART AT THE INTERSECTIONS HISTORY RECORDED

VERA DICKERSON

Walter Williams, 2023
Acrylic on Canvas

Roanoke's resident artists are
working across disciplines,

The work of David A. Ramey,
Sr. received well-deserved

18" x 24°

from It's Here: The arts,
entrepreneurship + placemaking in
Roanoke Virginia. The subject is
Walter Williams, the owner of the
Boxy Swedish Car Center.

demonstrating the relevance
of arts and creativity in all
aspects of our lives in the
Star City.

attention in 2023-24 with a
collaborative show across
two museums and a new
mural project.
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“INMY MIND, ART CAN MAKE US FEEL WHAT
WE DON'T NECESSARILY UNDERSTAND.”
ANGELA DAVIS

PROGRESS ART FUN

2| NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS

We're just getting started in supporting neighbors
as they improve their piece of the city.

24 SCULPTURE

Temporary and permanent sculpture help shape the
experience in parks and neighborhoods.

26 ARTSPACE ROA

Can the community create a new neighborhood
with creativity and affordable live- work space at
its heart?

CITY PROGRAM HELPS GET
ART IN PLACE

27 TUESDAYS WITH ARTISTS

Every Tuesday, artists with a community practice
have been joining forces to learn and connect.

28 DAISY ART PARADE

More than 400 artists /walkers / neighbors took
part in the second annual event.

32 IT'SHERE IN ROANOKE

An emerging campaign celebrates Roanoke as a
welcoming place of personal creativity and
community investment.

33 ARTISTS TAKE ACTION

The City's Artist Action Crants support big impacts
with small investments.

34 ARTBYBUS

Two artists shine on public transportation.

i

ARTS & CULTURAL FUNDING CONNECTING NEIGHBORS 35 ARTCOMMISSION INTERNSHIPS

More than two dozen arts The arts are coming to your These students help take us to the next level.
and cultural organizations neighborhood. With 50
applied for city funding to catalog offerings, there's sure 36 THE FY 2025 BUDGET
support the development of to be an activity that will put Get a glimpse of what's in the works for the
robust programs to enrich a smile on the face of coming year.
the lives of Roanoke neighbors. Latin dance party?
residents. Nature poetry workshop? 38 WHAT'S THE PLAN?
Group photography walk? We're gearing up for the next Roanoke Arts and

Cultural Plan by building a learning community.
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CONNECTIONS

Outreach is a fundamental aspect of the Arts Commission's work; it's inherent in the work of public art. We work hard to
broaden our reach and connect in new ways because Roanoke is an active community and lives are busy. We want to
create our community together.

NEWSLETTER

In 2022-23 we moved to a weekly newsletter. Too much
was happening to communicate with less frequency. Chief LN ' =

Communicator Cory Creer, an artist in residence, took the helm X ! / A RTS &
this year, integrating original digital artwork with each Monday .‘

morning release. c “ LTU R E
1660 Subscribers: EEEE ! \

52 Issues

Average open rate: 45% i a8 N Ews

PRESS

It's a different world in the media market, but we've received solid coverage from our
local media partners. Local newspapers, television, radio, bloggers, podcasters, and

- = magazines are all important community builders. We appreciate the work that these
come lm()cking media professionals put into connecting us. Additionally, our in-house team at RVTV
Ty e created videos on the Riverside North mural, the Daisy Art Parade, Arts Connect
Neighbors and all of our It's Here artists.

Roanoke artists

New program aies to
unibe neighboroods |
throegh crestivity

————

SOCIALS

Instagram and Facebook are about all we can keep up with, and even
then, we can do a lot more in this arena.

4,400 Facebook Followers @artinroanoke

2,500 Instagram Followers @artinroanoke.

EVENTS

We're out there connecting at events, and it's not just staff, but board members,
committee members, artists and volunteers. We're all ambassadors of the work of
the arts in the community, and our community is wonderfully represented.
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HELEN BARBARA DEAN

APRIL 10, 1945 - MAY 12,2024

Helen Barbara Dean brought heart to everything she did. On the Roanoke Arts Commission,
she served on the Funding and Collections committees. She met with grantees and advocated for
youth across the community. She helped shape our strategies. As a board leader of the Roanoke
Symphony Orchestra, the Harrison Museum of African American Culture, and a surprising
number of state and local committees and organizations, Helen brought to all of her efforts a
seemingly endless well of talent, spirit, care, hard work, and love.

Often online with her home-office backdrop that included a still life she had painted, Helen
attended nearly all of the Tuesday night artists’ conversations. “I’'m so proud of them,” she said.
“They are doing it!”

Helen Dean knew that with a little focused effort, our commission—our community—is
leveraging much more than we put in, that a small investment and a bit of encouragement can
go a long way in activating a community of change makers. We already miss her greatly. We
will work to make her proud.
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RAC AT A GLANCE
1983

Roanoke Arts Commission created
by City Council

Percent For Art

Program established by 2002

City Council

Part-time staff position
2006 created
Art for Everyone Public

Art Plan Approved 2007

First Art in Roanoke
2008 temporary sculpture
Conservator hired with exhibition
National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA) grant for collection 20"
care recommendations
City's first
20" Arts and Cultural Plan
adopted
Parks and Arts funded by with
NEA support 20I2
20'9 75% of the 2011 Arts
& Cultural Plan accomplished

Management of pandemic

relief funding for arts & 2020

culture organizations.
The Year of the Artist

begins an emergent arts and
2022 cultural planning process,
encouraging community arts
practices among artists. Five NEA

grants supported this ongoing
work from 2021 to 2024.

2025

Formal arts and cultural planning
process begins
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OUR COMMITTEES

advance core components of the City's Arts and Cultural Plan. Participation in these hard-working
teams is open to city residents without appointment to the Arts Commission, with the exception of
the funding committee, which requires City appointment or approval

The Collections Committee advises the Commission on
temporary exhibitions and the permanent work in the public
art collection. It emphasizes the work of regional artists and
oversees all aspects of acquisition and maintenance.

2025 Chair: Lauren Woodson.

The Placemaking Committee advances our community and its
places through—community-driven and artist-led projects
that amplify the voices and creative energy of Roanoke
residents, neighborhoods, and partners.

2025 Chair: Ben Bazak.

CEMAKING

The Funding Committee reviews funding applications from
nonprofit arts and cultural organizations and , individual artists
for City grant opportunities. They participate in grantee
monitoring and program development.

2025 Chair: Catherine Koebel Stromberg.

L |

~ Wl

The Planning Committee will oversee the development and
monitoring of the next City of Roanoke Arts and Cultural Plan.
Forming this fall and puling together key stakeholder
representation, it will plan the overall process to develop a
plan for the coming 5-10 years.

2025 Chair: John Cornthwait



ROANOKEARTS 10

CREATING OUR COMMUNITY CULTURE

We're busy, creating every day the place we want to be, and N
our community team reaches far beyond the 15 members of ‘ ’ ‘
our Council-appointed commission, four committees and
selection panels. Our ambassadors for building a welcoming,
just and inclusive community through the arts include artists
and organizational partners, neighborhood leaders and .v Cﬁﬁ'é') ?'
residents, volunteers and professionals, and a whole lot of . ara ﬁ\,
paper-méaché critters. \
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In the second year of the City of
Roanoke’s resident artist program, we
continued to explore how the arts can help
the city engage residents in welcoming
and ongoing ways. This year we had 15
resident artists advancing projects
alongside partners in transportation,
parking, health, neighborhood, economic
development, tourism, community
revitalization, gun violence prevention and
more.

Depending on their roles, artists were paid
stipends though a National Endowment for
the Arts (NEA) project grant, the NEA Our
Town 23 grant, the City of Roanoke
matching fund, and the Percent for Art
Fund.

Artists have been instrumental in advancing
existing projects as well as shaping new
initiatives that you see outlined here. In
the third year of the program, resident
artists will advance community goals in
three areas:

e The Daisy Art Parade and neighborhood
activations,

e Arts Connect Neighbors, and

e Public art development.

OUR 2023-24 RESIDENT ARTISTS

Polly Branch - Neighborhood Centers Robyn Mitchell - Eureka Park Center
Brian Counihan - Southeast Roanoke Jon Murrill - Muralist in Residence
Katherine Devine - Community Connector  Simone Paterson - Dreamin Big Art Project
Jane Gabrielle - Northwest Roanoke Jahni Quen - Artspace Roanoke
Cory Greer - Chief Communicator Antonio Stovall - Arts Connect Facilitator
== Molly Kernan - Southeast Roanoke Katie Trozzo - Arts Connect Facilitator ——
Brett Lague - Artist Directory Joy Truskowski - Arts Connect Facilitator

Katrina Legans - Muralist in Residence Susie Young - Dramatist in Residence
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Can We Connect?

Roanoke's arts catalog might have just what you need to
connect across your neighborhood.

hostingaFR EE art workshop
of Roanoke neighborhood.

Connect your neighbors py
or performance inyour City

Building and maintaining neighborhood connections requires intention. We're distracted, over-worked, still
reeling from COVID, and trying to fit it all in. But what if we could hit the pause button and use the arts to
bring us together? Could we get something started again? What would happen next? Could we envision an
even stronger neighborhood through stronger relationships with those in the closest proximity to us?

These were the questions behind Arts Connect Neighbors, a program of the Roanoke Arts Commission, the
Roanoke Cultural Endowment, and Roanoke Neighborhood Advocates.
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This effort, like everything the Roanoke Arts Commission has undertaken in the last few years, has been in the
spirit of investigation. What can the arts do for us? What if we take a different approach? Who else can we

involve to get new perspectives? Arts Connect Neighbors is no exception.

With an informed sense that the arts can help us engage in different and meaningful ways (and that's
backed by research), we're asking neighbors to join in this exploration. We don't have to know how to best
bring people together, we just have to be willing to try. Reach out. We'll help you think through options,
partners, and possibilities. What do we have to lose?

Please use this toolkit to spread the word, start up projects, and support your neighbors in their efforts.

We can model the way.

WE CAN EACH USE OUR
=D CREATIVITY TO (MPROVE
OUR COMMUNITY.

OUR SENSE OF Y

FUN AND JOY ,
ATTRACTS AND INSPIRES OTHERS, WE DONT NEED TO
HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS

EVEN N TOUGH TIHES. L THE
TO GET STARTED.
R

LEARNING TOGETHER
CREATES NEW
POSSIBILITIES.

EVERY ROANOKE NEIGHBORHOOD
S WORTH INVESTHMENT.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

There's nothing the Arts Commission
does alone. For Arts Connect Neighbors,
two lead partner organizations stepped
up to help lead the way in this important
neighborhood building strategy because
they saw it as a path to a stronger
community and a stronger arts sector.

5
¥y
ROANOKE SCULTURAL
ENDOWMENT

ROANOKE CULTURAL ENDOWMENT

As part of the 2011 Arts and Cultural
Plan, the community identified the need
to provide ongoing, sustainable support
for Roanoke's arts and culture
organizations as a critical element of our
community's prosperity and quality of
life. They are well on their way toward
building a $20 million endowment to
support our arts and cultural community.

4

ROANOKE NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCATES

With support of the City of Roanoke’s
Office of Neighborhood Services,
Roanoke Neighborhood Advocates
(RNA) supports neighborhood-based
organizations in establishing, developing,
and expanding their capacities in the
promotion of Roanoke neighborhoods.
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WE'VE FREE
PROVIDED NEIGHBORHOOD

IN 19

ACTIVITIES

NEIGHBORHOODS lanly i

O/ OF CATALOG
50 O THE 50 gFFERINGS HAVE

WE'VE O!SLY USED

s
8

i

SO WHAT ARE You WAITING FOR?!
Connect your neighbors by hostinga F e
or performance in your City of Roanol‘«‘e‘

00Y%
OF OUR CURRENT :

RESOURCES WITH p
MORE AVAILABLE! e

EEart workshop
. neighborhood.
roanokearts.org/neighbors

EEN SELECTED

AND WE'VE LEVERAGED

100,000 e

MORE DOLL
CONTINUE TLP‘I,ES N
PROGRAM IN 2025

Ty

ORIy

ROANOKE

Neighborhoods and partners helping to set up events to date

Apple Ridge Farm

Bethlehem Bible College

Chainges, Inc.

Community Arts Reach

Fairington Apartments

Gainsboro Southwest Neighborhood
Gainsboro Branch Library

Grandin Court Neighborhood Association
The Hope Center

Humble Hustle

Indian Rock Village

Latinas Network

Lick Run Community Farm

Local Colors

Main Branch Library

Melrose Branch Library

Melrose-Rugby Neighborhood

Melrose Towers

Noble Neighborhood Watch

Roanoke Redevelopment and Housing Authority
» Old Lick Cemetery

e Old Southwest, Inc.

¢ Old Mountain Road Neighborhood Watch

¢ Price Memorial AME Zion Church
 Raleigh Court Branch Library

» Screaming Vegan

¢ Second Helpings - Roanoke Rescue Mission
¢ Shenandoah West Neighborhood

¢ Summit Hills Neighborhood Group

¢ Wasena Neighborhood Forum
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ARTS & CULTURE FUNDING

LIVELY PROGRAMMING FOR
ROANOKE RESIDENTS

$336,500

GRANTED TO LOCAL
ARTS & CULTURAL NONPROFITS

Roanoke residents—volunteers appointed by City Council
to the Roanoke Arts Commission—oversee annual funding
for programs by local arts and cultural organizations. Every
year, members closely review the plans and operations of
applicant organizations for programs worthy of public
investment.

The funded projects provide our community with
opportunities for education, enlightenment, world class
exhibitions, festivals, and performances that they don't
have to leave town for.

Throughout the year, each organization submits quarterly
reports and has a monitoring visit from staff and members
of the funding committee.

Pictured above (left to right)

Local Colors offers multi-cultural offerings such as the
Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration in addition to their
signature festival. A $20,000 grant supported Local
Colors festivals.

With a $6,000 grant, Blue Ridge Literacy created a
curriculum to engage English language learners in cultural
experiences around the community. They are pictured here
at the SWOON exhibit at the Taubman Museum of Art,
which was supported with a $25000 grant.

Alma Ensemble provided Alma Del Core, a free chamber
music concert series featuring a wide variety of local
musical talent with a $4500 grant.

The 2023-24 Funding Committee

L]

William Penn, Chair

e Becky Carr

e Jim Davis

e Helen Dean

Catherine Koebel Stromberg
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Pictured above (left to right)

Roanoke Ballet Theatre put a stage full of dancers to work
down the rabbit hole with their spring performance of
Alice in Wonderland, supported with a $14,000 grant.

With an $18,000 grant, The Grandin Theatre coached a
cadre of young filmmakers in creating quality short film
while working in teams and learning core aspects of film
production.

Southwest Virginia Ballet provided a host of collaborative
performances, highlighting young talent and partner
organizations with a $14,000 grant.

Through Art to Rescue the River, Mill Mountain Zoo used an
$8500 grant to partner with Clean Valley Council in an
awareness campaign that culminated in large mosaic works made
by local artists with bottle caps, keeping plastics out of waterways
and landfills.

PROGRAMMING FUNDED IN 2023-24

Alma Ensemble Alma del Core
Artemis Journal 2024 Journal
Blue Ridge Literacy Arts & Culture Curriculum
The Spot On Kirk Local Talent Spotlight
Eleanor D. Wilson Museum 2024 Exhibitions
Grandin Theatre:Grandin Theatre Film Lab
Harrison Museum Of African American Culture

Henry Street Heritage Festival Performances
Historical Society Of Western Virginia Local Saturdays
Jefferson Center Performing Arts And Education
Local Colors Festivals And Cultural Events
Local Environmental Agriculture Project (LEAP)

Arts & Culture-Based Community Building
Mill Mountain Theatre Young Audiences Reading Series
Mill Mountain Zoo Art To Rescue The River
Mish Moves Dance Company 2024 Showcase
Opera Roanoke The Marriage of Figaro
Roanoke Ballet Theatre Alice In Wonderland
Roanoke Festival In The Park
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra

Symphony Under the Stars
Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir Tuition Scholarship
Science Museum Of Western VA STEAM Program
Southwest Virginia Ballet Collaborative Performances
Taubman Museum Of Art Swoon Exhibition
Virginia Children’s Theatre In-School Residencies
Virginia Museum Of Transportation Education Programs
Winds Of The Blue Ridge 2024 Series
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PUBLIC INVESTMENT HELPS FUEL
ROANOKE’S MURAL MOVEMENT

Neighborhood leaders and artists are identifying long-
overlooked canvases in their backyard. Stewards of public
infrastructure see value in using art to get out of the tag-
and-cover up cycle. Revitalization specialists understand
the value in murals as part of visible signs of community
care worthy of attracting additional investment. No
wonder murals are so hot right now!

Roanoke is right there with this national trend, and the
Roanoke Arts Commission (RAC) has used small public
investments to strategically invest in neighborhoods,
leverage private dollars, and highlight key community
assets.

In 2022, the RAC's Placemaking Committee developed Art
in Place, a flexible and responsive tool to invest in murals
and other public facing art on both public infrastructure
and private property. After piloting the program to better
understand potential and best practices, the Commission
used the Resident Artist program to hire muralists-in-
residence Jon Murrill and Katrina Legans to help speed up
the process. And it's worked: watch for six new murals
coming this summer and falll

ART IN PLACE FUNDING SUPPORT

COMPLETED MURALS
- Barrows on Roanoke River Greenway
« City Market Building neon signs
. Campbell Ave & 4th Street, SW
« The Collective, 11th & Moorman Ave, NW
« River's Edge Park and South Jefferson Street. Wall
. SE LOVE Sign, 13th St, SE
« 9th Street Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway, SE
« 13th Street Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway, SE
« Arches, Memorial Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway
- Dorothy Gillespie Mural Rehabilitation, 2nd St, SW

UPCOMING & IN PROGRESS MURALS
« Gainsboro YMCA, Orange Ave, NW
« Lab Sports on 9th St, SE
« Hunton Lifesaving Crew, Moorman Ave, NW
« Walnut Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway, SE
« 10th Street NW & Lick Run Greenway, NW
« West End Center, Patterson Ave, SW
« 220 Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway, SW
« Alcova Building at Church and Market streets, SE
« Franklin Road Bridge & Roanoke River Greenway, SW
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Projects completed this year include the River's Edge
North mural (1) by Jon Murrill and a mural by Tandem
on the back of the Collective at 11th St, NW and
Moorman (2).

Each mural supported has its own goals ranging from
artist development to celebration of youth and
community serving organizations. Similarly, each has its
own funding structure ranging from a three-way
partnership between property owner, business district
and the city, to leveraged private fundraising as in the
case of the newly regional greenway art and amenities
fund, or public invest with the requirement of the
property owner preparing the property for the art.

19

The 2023-24 Placemaking Committee

John Cornthwait, Jr.Chair e Donna Davis

e Ben Bazak e Charlene Craves
e Becky Carr e Molly Hunter
e Michael Clark e Shaleen Powell

SUMMER AND FALL 2024 MURALS

e 10th St, NW on the Lick Run Greenway (3) by
Katrina Legans.

e The Gainsboro YMCA on Orange Ave. NW (4) by
Bryce Cobbs and JC Stallings.

e Moorman Ave. at 8th Street (5) - a former site of
the Hunton Life Saving Crew - by James Divers.

e Walnut St. Bridge, SE (6) by Jon Murrill

e Lab Sports (7) on 9th St, SE at Riverdale by Nicole
Gray and Steven Paul

e West End Center (8) on Patterson Ave, SW by
Rachel Anne Morris

|
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roanokearts.org/ramey

PARK ROANOKE HONORS
GAINSBORO’S ARTIST OF RECO

MURALS AND LOT DEDICATED ON DAVID RAMEY DAY

Guests enjoyed hand pies in honor of the storied Pie
Man' as about 100 people gathered for the dedication
of a dozen images on the newly named Ramey Lot in
late April. The Park Roanoke project was conceived by
Executive Enterprise Administrator Brian Mann, who
partnered with City of Roanoke Artist-in-Residence
Polly Branch to engage the neighborhood in selecting
murals and honoring the late artist, David A. Ramey, Sr.

Mr. Ramey documented from memory what was lost in
urban renewal through detailed colored pencil
illustrations and hand written text. Many of the works—
200 images and 150 pages of text—were exhibited
this year at the Harrison Museum of African American
Culture and the Taubman Museum of Art. The Ramey
Lot murals include eight applied murals and four cutout
figures. Pictured. bottom right: Untitled (Henry Street),
1994
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LOCAL artists helped share the love for I H E A R T S E |

Southeast Roanoke this year, building on the momentum
of the active, social, community -minded neighbors of I
HEART SE. Led by Sunni Purviance, the neighborhood
continued plawking (picking up litter while walking),
creating art for the Daisy Art Parade, and connecting at
Morningside Urban Farm events. They dedicated two
new works this year.

John Woodrum's I HEART SE sculpture, funded under a
2022 Art Matters grant was installed in time for a

Valentine's Day dedication, complete with a plawking
session and doughnuts. The sculpture sits in front of the
Belmont branch of Roanoke Public Libraries.

Next, the SE LOVE sign got a makeover courtesy of the

Art in Place program of the Percent for Art Fund and a

LOVE Works grant from the Virginia Tourism SHINES THROUGH IN TWO
Corporation. This work continues the theme of mosaics NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS

in Southeast and was completed by Steven Paul and
Gretchen Coleman of Metaverse Mosaics.

VIRGINIA ENDOWMENT

Lo ARTS

arts.gov
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ITtook a while. There was a pandemic after all. Years
passed since the February 2020 meeting with Neighbors
in South Roanoke when the community said that their
desire for the Roanoke Public Library E-Branch in their
neighborhood was to wrap it in imagery by the young
artists of Crystal Spring Elementary.

"Mr. Jones can work with the students,” a neighbor said.
"He's terrific.” And indeed that turned out to be the case.

Elementary art teacher Chris Jones said yes he had done
a similar project before, incorporating ideas and designs
from students into a composition they could work on
together. Four years later, after a shutdown and
challenging circumstances for schools everywhere, the
art is in place, and it was worth the wait.

Mayor Lea, Superintendent White, Director of Libraries
Sheila Umberger, and Crystal Spring Principal Jason
Rooney were all on hand to applaud the young artists at
a May 28 dedication.

=
ROANOKE

NEIGHBORS IN SOUTH ROANOKE PUBLIC LIBRARIES

ROANOKEARTS 22 (.))
o f Il 7

That's a wrap!

SORO
SCENE

BY CRYSTAL SPRING
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS NOW
ADORN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
LIBRARY E-BRANCH




PRI D E is critical for a strong neighborhood, and

visible neighborhood projects can be important building blocks
for strengthening it and reaching more people with it.
Community investments like the major development in
Melrose Plaza and a potential infusion of resources through a
potential federal EPA grant can make a difference. So can
existing assets such as Northwest Roanoke’s network of
robust church congregations, civic groups, and community
networks.

What if these resources could be aligned and celebrated with
a sense of community pride? That's what a group of artists
and changemakers from the neighborhood began exploring in
2024. What could happen if a few projects came together
with an overarching theme? Resident Artist Robyn Mitchell
has been convening the group to find out.

The first few projects have been approved by the Roanoke
Arts Commission.

A heritage wheat paste mural will be installed on a building on
Moorman Avenue by James Divers (bottom right).

Katrina Legans will paint a mural under the 10th St. Bridge on the
Lick Run Greenway. (rendering above).

The Salem Avenue Turnpike traffic calming mural will be followed
by a fence weaving project in July and September, paving the
way for ongoing efforts through 2024.

Resident Artist Robyn Mitchell is working alongside Play Roanoke
and a team of architects in engaging the community in plans for
the new Eureka Park Community Center (top right).

Jane Gabrielle is working with Gainsboro leaders to pop up sturdy
theatre facades as a way to invite the community to envision a
climate supportive of spaces for gathering and Black -owned
businesses in the historic Black commercial district.

Finally Lick Run Farm has served as the host site for a variety of
well attended art activities, indicating the potential for the
community development corporation.

ARTISTS CONVENE AROUND
PROJECTS TO BUILD

| W
S

Y ¥0IEMRS
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T hree dimensional public art continues a strong tradition
with the continuance of the Art in Roanoke temporary call
(we're about to launch our eighth temporary exhibition,
with pieces largely being placed on pads on the Elmwood
Art Walk. The current exhibit, Artist at Work has been
well-received and continues to add to the Elmwood
experience. Work includes Self-Portrait by Matt Babcock
(4) and The Butterfly Enchanter by Aldo Muzzarelli (5).

The theme for the next call, opening in late summer is
Larger than Life, for over-scaled works inspired by Trojan

Dog (6), which will be celebrating 15 years since he first The 2023-24 Collections Committee
appeared in temporary form in Grandin Village.

e Lauren Woodson, Chair e William Penn
John Hitchins, Past Chair ~ « Meighan Sharp
Laura Carden e Karl Willers

Short term leases have gotten more "Art in Place” this
year, with Dan Kuehl's Leaf (9) returning to the

community, and 16 works by sculptor Charlie Brouwer
now populating the grounds of Berglund Center in the ¢ Demetrius Johnson
Considerations exhibition (8) on view through June 2025.
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The biggest news in sculpture this year came via the
volunteer Roanoke Hidden Histories committee in
partnership with the Harrison Museum of African
American Culture. After independently raising funds for
a gift to the City for Henrietta Lacks Plaza, the
committee dedicated a bronze sculpture of the late
Roanoke native by Larry Bechtel with assistance by
Bryce Cobbs (1) on October 4, Henrietta Lacks Day in
Virginia.

Another pending gift is a bronze sculpture of Mr.
James Tarpley, The Angel of Grandin Village (2) by
Betty Branch with support from Polly Branch. The
sculpture appeared one day on a Grandin Village
bench, and is widely reported to be a project of
developer and creative spirit Ed Walker.

Occasionally we have to make repairs to work,
including a new concrete job at the base of Global
Harmony (7), which had to undergo arm surgery
under the capable hands of Jim Hudson of Hudson
Studios.

Since a good deal of our sculpture is in parks, we
have to give a shout out to the parks crews, who
are always professional, capable, and fun to work
with. The team shown here is with a representative
of Hill Climb's creator, Jim Collins Studio in
Chatanooga (3).

Finally, our volunteers put their whole being into the
work. Past Collections Committee Chair John Hitchins
(10) demonstrates the dimensions of the Elmwood
Art Walk pads.
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ARTSPACE ROA EXPLORES AFFORDABLE HOUSING . ROA

FOR CREATIVES

In September 2023, Artspace—the nation’s leading
developer and manager of affordable housing for the
creative sector—came to Roanoke to conduct a
preliminary feasibility visit. This was the first step on
the path to a potential Artspace project, and the
Roanoke Arts Commission played a supportive
staffing role, participating in the core team alongside
Artist-in-Residence Jahni Quen and representatives
of Riverdale Southeast and the arts community.

During the course of that visit, Artspace determined
that Riverdale—the Southeast Roanoke site of the
former viscose plant and what will become
Roanoke's newest neighborhood—was their primary
site of interest. They recommended moving to the
second step, an Arts Market Study.

The market study concluded in March of 2024, and
the Artspace team presented a Report of Findings at
a public gathering in April. Roanoke’s robust
participation in the market study survey impressed
the Artspace team, and with the data showing
demand for a mixed-use, affordable, arts-centric
concept at the Riverdale site, recommended moving
to the next step on the path to an Artspace project,
the predevelopment phase.

The busy year of exploration included gatherings, an
art exhibit, networking events, and in-person reports
from the Artspace team at the Riverdale site. The
effort complements the existing work of the Arts
Commission in building our network of artists,
including those sharing an interest and energy in
community challenges such as the provision of
affordable housing in a tight housing market.

www.roanokearts.org /artspace













































